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Dear Readers,

The current edition of housing news discusses some of the developments in the Bank
during the quarter January to March 2006. During the period, the interest rates saw
some firming up following trends in international and national markets. Consequently,
various lending agencies announced an increase in the rates offered on their loan
products.

We also had the Union Budget 2006-07 was presented by the Honorable Finance
Minister in the Parliament on 28"February. The housing finance sector continued to be
objects for the tax benefit on home loans. The withdrawal of access to Capital Gain
Bonds from NHB (along with NABARD and SIDBI) is seen to have an impact on the cost
of funds available for lending towards housing finance.

Last year, in the April 2005 issue we had mentioned the launch of a project for
preparation of the Real Estate Price Indices for the residential housing segment in India.
Being the first project of its kind in the country, the work was challenging in more ways
than one. However, under the combined effort of the Ministry of Finance, Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), NHB and other institutions, considerable progress has been made on the
subject. We have given a coverage of the same in this edition.

The World Habitat Day was celebrated with usual grandeur on 3rd of October 2005 at
New Delhi. To mark the occasion, NHB had conducted an essay competition. We have
already published the essays on Urban Rural Linkages - Innovations for Sustainable
Development by Shri Vishal Goyal in the last issue. In this edition, another essay on
Housing for the Urban Poor written by our colleague Shri O. P. Puri is being published for
the benefit of our readers. This article was a joint winner of the third best award for the
articles submitted in the competition. Housing News congratulates our colleagues who
participated in the competition.

Editor



